216                           ST ALEXANDER, P. C                     [FEB. 26

legates, who presided in his name. The Emperor Constantine entered
the council without guards, nor would he sit till he was desired by the
bishops, says Eusebius,1 Theodoret says 2 that he asked the bishops'
leave before he would enter.

The blasphemies of Arms, who was himself present, were canvassed
for several days.    Marcellus of Ancyra, and St Athanasius, whom St
Alexander had brought with him, and whom he treated with the greatest
esteem, discovered all the impiety they contained, and confuted the Arians
with invincible strength.    The heretics, fearing the indignation of the
council, used a great deal of dissimulation in admitting the Catholic terms.
The fathers, to exclude all their subtilties, declared the Son consubstantial
to the father, which they inserted in the profession of their faith, called
the Nicene creed, which was drawn up by Osius, and to which all subscribed,
except a small number of Arians.    At first they were seventeen, but
Eusebius of Csesarea received the creed the day following, as did all the
others, except five, namely, Eusebius of Nicomedia, Theognis of Nice,
Maris of Chalcedon, Theonas and Secundus of Lybia, the two bishops
who had first joined Arms.    Arius, Theonas, and Secundus, with some
Egyptian priests, were banished by the order of Constantine, and Illyriomi
was the place of their exile.    The council received Meletius and his
schismatical adherents upon their repentance; but they afterwards relapsed
into their schism, and part of them joined the Arians.   The council added
twenty canons of discipline, and was closed about the 25th of August
Constantine gave all the prelates a magnificent entertainment, and dis-
missed them with great presents to their respective sees.   St Alexander,
after this triumph of the  faith, returned to Alexandria;   where, after
having recommended St Athanasius for his successor, he died in 326,
ou the 26th of February, on which day he is mentioned in the Roman
Martyrology.

A true disciple of Christ, by a sincere spirit of humility and distrust
in himself, is, as it were, naturally inclined to submission to all authority
appointed by God, in which he finds his peace, security, and joy. This
happy disposition of his soul is his secure fence against the illusions of
self-sufficiency and blind pride, which easily betrays men into the most
fetal errors. On the contrary, pride is a spirit of revolt and independence;
lie who is possessed with this devil is fond of his own conceits, self-confident,
tad obstinate. This is the true portraiture of Arius and other faeresiarchs
mad firebrands of the universe. Can we sufficiently detest jealousy and
pride, the fetal source of so great evils! Do we not discover, by fetal
symptoms, that we ourselves harbour this monster in our breasts? Should
the eye be jealous that the car hears, and disturb the functions of this or
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